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PREFACE
6 February 1956
The peint of view expressed in this paper 1s that of the author -

not necesgarily that of the Infantry School or the Department of the

Army .

G (Barkif A

Arthur C. Barker, Jr.




INTRODUCTLION

Shortly after the lendings at Anzio and during the "Bulge", Amer-
1¢an-forces were to assume the_defense againat some of.the moat vieious
German countaroffansivés of World War II, In hoth theaters, these
attacks were launched against 1ightly held portions of the Americen
lines, confronting units with one of the more difficult defenses:
thét of_én extended front. To the commanders of these units, this

: pfesented & problem with which meny wére not totally prepered to cope.

A study of a few of these operations will verify that the funda-

- mentals of defense as now taught are st;li valid; however, modifications
mugt be made, (2) These modifications ﬁre not the introduction of
ény ﬁew'techniquas tut the subordination of one fundamental to an-

- other. In otherwords, all can not be applied; some must be sacri~
ficed for others., |

| A degres of lmportance must neceassarily be attached to sach fund-

amental, The one that becomes most important is that of organization

! of criticel terrain, If in a particular sector there 1s more critical

- terrain than can effectively ba.defended, the most critical must be
:occupied. The unit commander must be deciﬁg;ve in selecting this
terrain in order to avoid dwindling away his strength. (This brings . /1
up a question whilch is not within the scope of thls paper. At what
ievel.can these decisions be made?

The fundamental which must be sacrificed for fhis all important
1»6rganization of criticael terrailn is mutuel support. One of the most
frequant errors committed by unlt commanders will be that of attempt-
ing to gain mutual support byISpreading their troops out thinly along
the MLR. This attempt to defend the sector by occupying the entire
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front is detrimental to the defense of the critical terrain,
In the loaing of this mutusl support, compenaatioﬁa can be made
by applying & greater degree of fleﬁibility in the defense on a wide

front, This can be effected in several ways. The first will be thet

of preparing & larger nuuber of supplementary positions. A second

method is thaet of aggressive paftolling, particularly betwsen units,
The last fundamentel to be discussed in that of the depth In

such a defense. This wlll be greatly dependent on the extent of or-

‘ganization of critical terrain and the degree of flexibility which

can be attalned., This depth is particularly importent since, on an
extended front, the flanks are exceptionally vulnerable.

The discusslon to follow will be confined to actions which
occﬁrred in Europe during World War II. Conseguently the lessons
pointed out will be appiicable mostly to what might be conside:ed

everage lerrain,



DISCUSSION

On 16 February 1944 Company “I", 179th Infantry, wes given the '
mission of defending a front of thirteen hundred yards in the viein-

.ity of-Aprilia, Italy (Mgp A). In this sector a large German force
was preparing to counterattack in order to thwart the initiative of
the Americans at Anzio.

Compan& Uittty front was very flat end open, being a part of the
Pon#ine_Marsheé. The critical terrain in this area wes a groﬁp of
bulldings celled the "fﬁctory“,;fiﬁe hundred ﬁaids to Company "I"'s
.léft front. It bfferéd good cover and concealmentito the Germans,
and also .good firing positions for ti;eir infantry end tanks. Two

| hqndred=yarda'from the "factory" Comﬁany "G, 179th Infantr& wag lo~
cated. Observation over the entire front was very godd from any posi~
| tion within the center of Company "I"'s area, 'Td defend the wide
front, thé company éommander placed three platoons abreast along the
MR with very little intervel betwsen them, even though good fields
of fire wbuld havé made possiﬁle excellent mutual support. The
. platbons'were echeloned slightly to the right rear, which dangerously
exposed the company's left flahk to any fire that might come from
enemy located in the buildings.

On the afternoon of the l6th?-00mpany UIM was subJected to the
fire of tanks from the facto&y. The Germesns begen to exert pressure
~ along the vhole front. They overran Company "G"'s right platoon,
leavihg the left fiank of Company WI" entirely open. They then
assaulted this flank by forming ah @skirmish line, To repel the
attack, Compeny NNtz commander had his center platoon adjust 1ts

-position.to block the oncomming force. Before the attack was finally



contained, the entire left platoon had been routed., 4 few infiltra-
.ters sueceeded in getting within the CP; however, they were very
promptly dealt with by the personal actions of the compeny commender
and first éergeant. Under cdver of nightfall the company reorgan-
ized on a iine one hundred yards to the rear of the MLR with & total
of five officers and seventy-five enliated men remaining from the
original eigh# officers and one-hundred aﬂd gixty-five enlisted men.
(3)

Although the front assigned Company "I" was not particulariy
wide, the positioning of the three platoons oz line resulied in
riflemen belng separated too far apart, consequently, lowering their
norale to the point that they did not give the company commander the
attempted assistence, but cowered in their holes from fear of funks .
returning fire., If the company had had a reserve platoon %o the rear
of {the MLR, very possibly the rout of the left piatoon would have been

M prevented by this support. Such a reserve platoon could also have
protected the CP from infiltraters., The violation of the fundemental
‘of depth almost proved disastrous.

On 12 September 1944, the 2nd Battalion, 1l43rd Infanﬁry vwas given
the missioﬁ of defending a sector about three thousand yardas in the
vicinify of Persano, litaly (Mép B). The MLR was to extend from the
Sele River.on the north {left) to the Calore River oh the south (right).
This sector covered a gap between the 45th Division on the north and
the Brd'Battalion, 143rd Infantry on the south. The battalion comman-
der was ordered to hold the posltion at sll costs.. On occupying it,
he sent out patrols to the flanks to locate the adjacent units. Re-
ports of these patrols.indicated thet the flanks of the battalion were
coupletely open; the nearest element of the 45th Division was located
thres kilometers to the battalion's left rear; The nearest flank of
the 3rd Battalion was in Altavilla, about two and one-half kilometers
to the south., The terraln was favorable to the use of tanks and Ger-

men armor had beeh thought to be in Eboli, located six kilometers to



the north. To de’end the ééc:tor,- the 'ba’c-.talion comnander®s plon,
as svidenced by the overlay sent tp_the regimentel commander, was '’
to place Company "G" on the COPL and to hold the MLR with Company
"FY on the north.(left) and Company "E' on the south (right).
Unforﬁunately the actual disposition of the battalion differed from
_:the pian. Gompény "EM was spread out along a northQsouth line,
occupyingla front of about thirfaen hundred yards and apparently
covefing the entire batﬁalion's_front._ Compeany "F" wag deployed with
three platoons abreast'algng 8 roadrperﬁandicular té the MLR and
'leading into'the'town of Persanc. Its right flenk was in rear of
Company YEY, Coupany "G" was occupyiné'the COPL as planned,

At 1600 Gompeny "GY was forced to withdraw the COPL by Ger-
mgn ténk—infantry teaﬁ mo#ing on the Gennuta di Persanc Roed.
.This_teém continued in the éirection of Perseno and brought fire to
 bear on the MIR. A second temk~infantry team hit the right flenk
bf Company NET and mo?ed'dowﬁ the MLR forcing riflemen one at a time
- to surrendér or flee. A third enemy team attacked the left flank
~ of Compeny "F" and rolled it up in the same.manner. “Within & short
ﬁime,_all of the battalion's pdsitions_were overrun. During the
entire actlon there ﬁas no evidence of any firing of rocket launchers
or anti-tank rifle grenades except on the COPL. (1) |

Probably the lergest cause of defeut was not the organization of

-fhe batfle position but the failure.td fire anti-tank weapons. Con-
cernihg this action, Major General Walker later stated, "Had I been
| iﬁ there with a few ﬁnti-tank rifle grenades and "bazookas", I think
it would have besn a picnic knoéking off those tanks moving as they
ﬁefe in the grass fields and réads at such close range". (1} in
aﬁnalyéing the orgenization of the batile position, it should be in-
dicated that it was not sound to deploy Company "E" on such a wide
front with three platoons abreast., Large distances between men caus-
-éa.by-this could well have heen £he reason that the men refused to

‘fire on thé tenks snd subsequently surrenderad so eagily. Neither the
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battﬁlion nor the comﬁanies had any effective restge. With depth

of reserves, the units would have had betfer'protection égainst the
flanking attacks oflthe Germens. The battalion's strength was greatly
reduced by the placing of an entire company on the COFL. The COPL |
in.éddiﬁion was too near the MLR; this offered very 1ittle warning of
the impending attack. In placing only & small portion of Gémpany G
on the_COPL,.the battalion commender would hﬁve been able to consti-
tute an effective reserve with the compeny minﬁs and cope with the
attack from Persano..'Thfee viclations of the fundamentals of defense
ghould be pointéd out here:

(1) The lack of depth of the units; (R) The inflexibility
to contain the flank attacks; and (3) the spreading out of the platoons
~ in disregerd of organizing eny criticel terrain,
 On 10 December 1944 the 1st Battelion, 110th Infantry was asslgn-
od a-sector of about ten miles wide in vicinity of Hinercheid, Lux-
émbOurg (Map C) to defend and hold at all costs., The MLR was along
the main road running north and south through the- towns of Hinercheid,
Fischbeck, and Manbnurg.' The Intelligence Report received by the
Battelion 52 indicated that the enemy's capabilities were (1) to de-
| fend in preseﬁt positions or (2) to make small scale raids across the
Our River. The main ioad leading into the area from the east was run-
 ning through Dasburg and Menburg. Wooded areas offered congiderable
obstacles to tanks. The battalion commander planned to defend the
sector by placing strong points in all villages along the MLR.

‘Company ﬁﬂ“ was assligned the north (Left) portion of the MLR to in-
clude the villages of Fiéchbasck, Hinercheid, and Kalborn. Compeny "B"
was assigned the south (right) portion of the MLR to inciude Roder,
Marnaéh,'and Manburg. Company "C! was placed in regerve in vicinity
“6f Reuler,

On thé morning of 16 December the Germens attacked along the en-
tire froﬁt with infentyry supported by tenks. Company "A" was surround-

ed“eJrly dﬁring this action; Company "B"'s position 1n Marnack was pen-



etrated; Company %‘" was commit‘ied very ahortly w'isone tank platoon
in support to eject the enemy within Marnéck. Company "C"'s initial
éoﬁnterattack from the SOuﬁhwest proved unsuccsssful with the com~
bany sﬁstaining héaﬁy daéua;ties. Howéver they succeeded in clearing
thé_t0wn in'a.second countaraﬁtack, this.time frém the weat. They
_then wers brdered to consolidate with Company "BY,
On 17 December the Germens regalned the ihitiative'and continued
their presbure slong the front. They éverran the P &.A Platoon, which
| was reconstituted as reaervé, défehding the Battalion CP. On 18 Dec-
“ember the defense collépsed with the capture of all the villages élong
‘the MIR by the Germens., (5) | ‘

 Considering the original Intalligencé Report, which gave indi~
cations of only smell scale raids, the battalion commander's plén of
'défenae-seaMed'adequate. However, in light 6£ what actually did occur,
ja.étrong enemy aﬁtéck, the organization of the MLR with seven sirong-
'points_éroved.ineffective. The companies inltislly put up strong re-
 sistance_againat the.attacking force ewen though they had lost con-
tact-with:ﬁhe'B&ttalion QP. It is fhen conceivable that, if the bati-
' aliéh had_drganized fewer positions or ocoupied a smaller fromt, the
'defenSe ma# haﬁe been successful, Howeﬁer, as the battalion's strength
: wag d;ssipated over such a wide front, the most determined effort of
the dafehdépa could.not have held it for very long. The role of Com-
ilpaﬁy ngu aa'a-counterattacking force was effective ouly in reinforc-
ing Company "BM. Except for the P & A Platoon there was no appreciabie
_ dqpth to the batfalion. (?he gundamental:of organizing the dritical
- terrain ﬁas violated hére-in%having ret enough stfength in any one
plece to hold agéinst a determined foes The enemy-isolated the com~
panies ﬁéry rgadily. .

| - On 21 Janvary 1945 Company "K", 222ﬁd Infantry was given the mis-
| sidn.of defending & front of twenty-iwe hundred yards along the Moder
River in §iciniﬁy of Neuborg, France (Mep D). The inltietive hed

-~ been arrested from the American forces by the Germans snd they were



pfeparing to put into execution their "Operation Nordwind",
| Coupeny ¥K" hed a strangth of five officersland che~hundred and

twenty enlisted men; thelr equipment wes in good condition; and their
morale was reletively high, considereing that & large portion of the
company ﬁas made up of newiy assigned replacements,.. Atteched to Com-
pany "K" was & machine gun platoon frﬁm Company "™". The weat {left)
boundary of Company “K“ included the bridge in the vicinity of Mill

d'! Neuburg, the east (right) hbundary inciuded the bridge in the vic-
inity of Mill 4! Urhbruck. Company "I¥ was on the left and an under-
strength Company "E", 222nd Infantry on the east (right). The MLR
traced gensrally along the forward edge of the woods of Le Herren
Wald end Bols a! Uhlwiller. In front of the left portion of the com-
pany,.the cultivated ground astride the'Moder.River gave good obser-
vatlon and fields of fire to about two théuaand yarda to the north.
quﬁard of the right portion of the company the cultivated aree naer-
rowed,'offering only about two-hundred yards of observation and fields
of fire. |

To defend this sector, the company commander pliced three platooﬁé

on the MIR. The first platoon with a thirtytwo man strength was pos-
'1tionéd on the left, occupying a front of seven-hundred yards. The
tﬁird platoon with a sﬁrength of eighteen men was located in the cen-
ter, occﬁpying a front of six-hundred yards. The second platoon with
a strength of thirty men was placed on the right. The machine gun
'platoon from Company "MV was attached to the center platoon with sec—
tiong on each of its flanks, their FPL'é-eovering a large portion of
the company's.front. A pa;r of organic light machine guns was placed
on the right, exchanging firea.with Company "E"., A second pair wes
locéted in the vicinity of Neuburg, trading fires wlth Company nn,
'In.aﬁ afﬁempt to occupy the entire front, as wide as #t wag, the rifile-
men were positioned on the MLR in two-man foxholes with distences of
ﬁierffifty yarde between adjacent holes. During the night of 24 Jen-

vary, the Germsns launched a series of uncoordinated assaults asgainst
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Company "K". ‘The initial one vhich was in the east against the right
platéoh was repulsed. However, a later attack ageinst the second
p&btoon_from the right flank (Company "E"'s position had been pene~
tfated) succeded in captufing_their-area; About hélf of the second
piatoon had.fled to thé-rear. _Thé penetratioﬁ was finally con-
tained by the center platoon., On the left flank, the Germens made
several atﬁacks towards Neuburg, but got-no farther than the outlj—
ing buildings near the Moder River. On 26 Ja‘nﬁary' s counterattack
by the battalion reserve restored Company "K' entire MLR. (4)
.'Again, it hes been'indicated vhat can ‘easlly happen when rifle-
men are spread out thihly in & futile attempt to océupy 2 wide front,
A penetration is mede easy and an opportunity to roll up the flanks
ié given., _The critical areas were Neuburg on the vest and Mill_d'
Uhrﬁruék on the east. _With a strengthening of ﬁheae two at the ex-
ﬁenée of the MLR, both might. have been.held. The inflexibility of
three platoons abreast was damohatréted by the rout of the righﬁ

platdon.



CONCLUSION

1. In the defense on an extended front, the fundamentals of
deféQée on normal front are epplicable with some %odification&{ﬁ
@%h—~The_organization_of eritical tarrain.on en extended front
I.is the mbst iﬁportaﬁt fundamental to.be applied.
.VLB. Mutual support will have to be sacrificed fof the funde-
menﬁal of organization of critical terrain.
“Ge A greater degree of flexibility is necessary,
5. Defense in depth must be attalned.in order to protect the
unit.since the flanks are particulerly vulnerable in the defense oﬁ

a wide front.
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